
 

Are you ready - the season is upon us! Springfest will be the backdrop for
the OC Tourism Season Kick-off this Thursday.  There are many changes
around town, lots of new faces and refreshed spaces. Now, let's pray
mother nature provides us lots of sunshine for a successful season!

Last week, we installed our new Board of Directors and I know there will
be fresh ideas, lively info exchanges, all guided by how we can best serve
you, our members! Third-generation hotelier, Ryan Wilde will guide the
next year for OCHMRA and he'll do a wonderful job as he's been raised
in the business; his grandfather built many of the motels along "motel
row" Baltimore Avenue. If you ever have a suggestion or criticism, bring it
on, we welcome the feedback!

Thank you to our member restaurants who participated in Restaurant
Week and to those of you who dined out and supported the economy!
Let's continue that community support with DINE, STAY & PLAY United!
Cheers to a great start of the season!
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Mark Your Calendar
 

May 3
OC Tourism

Season Kick-off
Springfest Tents

 
4pm Registration

4:30pm Brand Launch
 

May 4-7

ASSOCIATE
Four Seasons Pizza

myfourseasonspizza.com
 

ALLIED
Energy Pro

energypro-us.com

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Memorial Day
through Labor Day

 
DINE STAY PLAY

UNITED
 

Learn More

https://myfourseasonspizza.com/
https://energypro-us.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1w6bEdiSd1M
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Business Briefs 

Thank you to all of our members who participated in the 2022 Dine, Stay and
Play United!  Participants were thanked at our recent dinner meeting 

 included: Commander Hotel, Beach Bum West-O, Nick's Mini Golf, Jolly Roger
Amusement Parks, Embers Island, BLU Crabhouse & Raw Bar, Pier 23, The

Hobbit Restaurant, Happy Jack Pancake House, The Crab Bag, Northside Pit &
Pub, Decatur Diner, Waves and Poseidon's Pub at Ocean Downs Casino,

Atrium Cafe and Bar, The Original Pool Bar Holiday Inn, Coral Reef
Restaurant, Deep End Pool Bar, Harrison's Harbor Watch Restaurant & Raw
Bar, 32 Palm Restaurant, Manana Mode Pool Bar, Marlin Moon Restaurant

and Sandshark Pool Bar!
Since it's 2016 inception, this program has raised over $291,000!  The giving

spirit of our community is greatly appreciated! 

Plans are underway for another successful season - if you'd like to
participate and benefit from all the fabulous free marketing, join
DINE, STAY & PLAY United Today! See page 5 for all the details.

Hospitality Highlights

Condolences to the family of Judy LeMaster who worked for the Downtown
Association (now with OCDC) and volunteered for our Expo for many years.
Sadly, Killer Coupon Book owner and longtime Phillips employee, Chris
Remmel recently passed away at the young age of 59. Additionally, another
young loss, Erik Cantine who helped open Casino at Ocean Downs and Spain
lost his battle with Glioblastoma. Condolences to both Chris and Erik's
families. 

A familiar face has returned out of retirement and joined the Carousel Resort  
Hotel as their Director of Sales & Marketing - welcome back Martha
Strickland!

To keep you in the loop with
OC Tourism Department,
make sure you read their
latest news at this link: 

 
APRIL NEWSLETTER 

Kudos to the OC team for the
launch of the re-imagined
website - ococean.com - it

looks fabulous! Make sure you
check it out!  The easiest way

for you to update your listings
is to use the new Simpleview
marketing partner member
portal. Named OC Central,

this portal allows  you to add
pictures and much more! If

you are not a member of the
OC Convention & Visitors
Bureau, it is truly a wise
investment as this is the

website that all the advertising
is pushed to!  Contact Norma

to learn how to sign up.
NDobrowolski@oceancitymd.gov

 

Maryland's Coast has a new
feature which allows users to
add Events to their website. 

ADD EVENTS LINK
 

Events will appear on
www.visitmarylandscoast.org

https://www.facebook.com/The-Commander-Hotel-114713918615173/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/nicksminigolf?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/JollyRogerAmusementParks?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/Embers-Island-108096812565445/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/Blu-Crabhouse-Raw-Bar-113532532120899/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pier23oc?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/The-Hobbit-Restaurant-307883299335363/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ochappyjacks?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/thecrabbag?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/ocsmokehouse?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/decatur.diner.1?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/OceanDowns?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/The-Original-Pool-Bar-Holiday-Inn-283171432164840/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/CoralReefRestaurant?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/harborwatchrestaurant?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/OCPalm?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/marlinmoon33?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/Sandshark-Pool-Bar-315023352287094/?__cft__[0]=AZXcsTAJtiyEYFCouPm5TXxZG3rmjP5ib0DjZTbILfcf6ziJ98dserVARrGWwMnFAvrv2kA-AA3mRSoRbQv-KtWBYmNWVnJ27cb7r_hYjpDIgl6dawuDfXvvkV9UqPmQD-lDnxe_KURyP4SGoy8u3d62Gckf58s-hok5oVVngvJUwiUW5qAVBJBp9lfte1Ry0H5riHLtreGgI0OA-pnnZvTP&__tn__=kK*F
https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/oceancitymd/Tourism_Newsletter_April2023_8fe3fb8e-8d94-41c6-8e58-d005b0a33116.pdf
https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/oceancitymd/Tourism_Newsletter_April2023_8fe3fb8e-8d94-41c6-8e58-d005b0a33116.pdf
https://www.ococean.com/
https://visitmarylandscoast.org/add-events
https://visitmarylandscoast.org/
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OC AdventureFest 
 

Returning for its second year, OC AdventureFest will feature
performer Lee Greenwood who's popular "God Bless the USA"
will resonate with many attendees!  Don McClean will also be
performing. OC AdventureFest occurs from September 22-24
and is an outdoor hunting, fishing and gun show, along with
concerts and Unleashed TV.  Sponsorship opportunities are

available. To learn more, contact Cliff Sutherland at
chsedge@gmail.com - or see the last page of newsletter.

 

Business Briefs 

OC Keycard Holders Due Here May 16

 To continue to create a more
cohesive marketing message, we
partnered with the Town of OC
Tourism to incorporate the new
branding into our OC Keycard

Holder!  The holders are expected to  
arrive May 16th. If you have not

ordered your supply to hand out to
guests at check-in, contact Susan at

410.289.6733 or
susanjones@ocvisitor.com

Member Mentions
Piezano's Pizza Evolves

 
In OC, it's an "all in the family" way of life. In 2001, Timur Unal's uncles

Matt, Ozzy, and Kenny took over Piezano’s Pizza at Dorchester Street. Ten
years later, they opened the 7th Street location and now, Timur is
pleased to announce his expansion of 7th Street to include a bar. 

Coming from a hardworking background, this family always thrived for
the best and never minded the extra effort to reach the best versions of
themselves. "Our guests know that our personalities are reflected in our
work. It is our sincere belief that hygiene, consistency, and honesty is the

most important aspect of our business," stated Timur. 
After spending years in the business the uncles have appointed Timur as
the General Manager.  With the help of his sister, Gamze Unal, his cousin,

Cengizhan Unal, and close friends, Ahmet Ozdar and Ibrahim Aksut, he
will strive to grow the business by keeping the highest quality. 

Tips for the Trade 
While we are awaiting a State
Attorney General Advice Letter
regarding employer protections
as they relate to recreational
cannabis and the workplace, the
National Safety Council is
conducting free webinars. Both
OC and Salisbury Chamber of
Commerce have suggested
watching webinars on the
subject.  Check the site out at 
this link: 

National Safety Council
Cannabis Link

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
TRAINING RESOURCES

 
Many of you may have already
trained your staff to be aware

of the signs of human
trafficking or you may have

resources through your chains
or management companies. If

not, remember, this is now
mandatory training. Please

take advantage of the
resources below!

 
ECPAT USA

 Training Title: “Your Role in
Preventing Human Trafficking:

Recognize the Signs”
 

ecpatusa.learnworlds.com/hotel-training  
 

BEST (Businesses Ending
Slavery and Trafficking)

 Training Title: “Inhospitable to
Human Trafficking”

 
bestalliance.org/hospitality 

 
Local Contact: 

Dr. Danielle Thomas
dthomas@lifecrisiscenter.org

(410) 749-0771 ext. 118

https://www.nsc.org/cannabis
https://www.nsc.org/cannabis
https://ecpatusa.learnworlds.com/hotel-training
https://bestalliance.org/hospitality
mailto:dthomas@lifecrisiscenter.org
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2023-2024 OCHMRA Board of Directors

 

Pictured L to R:  Rick Staub, Dan Jasinski,

Garvey Heiderman, Ryan Wilde, Michael

James, Keith Whisenant, Chad Olenchick,

Ruth Waters and Lorrie Miller 

(not pictured - Dave Robinson, Mike

Gershenfeld, Chris Reda & Jeremy Brink)

Recently, we installed our 2023-2024 Board of Directors. Third-generation hotelier, Ryan Wilde, The
Tides Inn (formerly BEST Motels) was installed as the incoming President. Garvey Heiderman of The
Hobbit became 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice President is Dan Jasinski of Real Hospitality Group.
The newly installed Secretary -Treasurer is Mike Gershenfeld with The Taustin Restaurant Group.

The Three-year Board of Directors installed included Rick Staub of Princess Royale, Lorrie Miller of
Hilton Garden Inn, Chad Olenchick of Cabanas Beach Bar & Grille.  Two-year Directors included
Ruth Waters of the Harrison Group, Jeremy Brink of Ocean 13/Captain's Galley Crabcake Shack and
Michael James of James Hospitality Group. Serving as One-year Directors are Dave Robinson of
Boardwalk Hotel Group, Keith Whisenant of Residence Inn, and Chris Reda of Ropewalk, Alley Oops
& Saltwater 75.  Spiro Buas of OC Rooms is the Immediate Past President.  

In existence since 1971, the OCHMRA is a private, non-profit organization, which exists to connect
the industry interests through advocacy, education, and partnerships with the goal of advancing
Ocean City as a leading tourism destination. OCHMRA assists in solving common issues relative to
the industry and acts as a clearinghouse for dissemination of information.   The new Board will
have their first meeting on May 18th. 

Fish Tales & Bahia
Marina owner, Shawn

Harman, was
presented with a

special thank you for
his commitment in

serving as Secretary-
Treasurer since 2005.

Thank you for your
service Shawn!!! 

Phil Cropper and
Caitlin Evans,

instructors of the
Culinary &

Hospitality Program
at Worcester Tech

receive $5,000 from
Susan Jones on

behalf of OCHMRA



Community Connections - United Way Lower Eastern Shore





Please Share with J1 Students & Guests















OCAdventureFest.com

https://www.ocadventurefest.com/

